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dy. Bludworth ;" late  Wite. of 
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Madam, 


WA S too conſruons of the Weak= 
neſs and Imperfeitions of this 

.» Diſcourſe to bave any Inclinati= 

j on to let 1t go abroad, and was not 4a 

3 - Hbittle ſurpriz'd to hear your Ladyſhip 

q and ſome other great Perſons preſs [0 

f earneſtly for the Printing of it ; What 

g kind of uſage it's likely to meet with 1n 
this Cenſortous and Uncharitable Ape, 
I am altogether anconcernd , being 
very well aſſur'd of the honeſt deſigns 
and intentions of the Author in the 
Preaching of 1t ; And if it prove of 
any Uſe to the Publick, or any ſatts= 

A. 2 fattion 


/ 


, 
and 3 4 rt Bed do * +, vv Wee ee ne (50- moibge is: te” G2 Sa; 25., 4 = - av ith, - 24/5 . s _ 
- ” "Ro" he < —- t- « On a CLIP > yas! - + _ « —- "$7 : y 
ARA Car En en, RT TT. eo Sm coco > SR ” FOB” > SE I RCA P . —_— -L od 
rk re FD, PI LAG. - - Ss nn 202% econ —_ * 
- 
wure, favs” » Et a er ent ITS AT . ; 


MI i oo ie nat on ER SS TONS 
EE Oe Ae OE FINE 6. 
—— 3A. adi nts SEA > _Y NY _—_ —_ Np 


ow ot bend einbd vv Gr 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


10n,t0.your Ladyſbip, 1 have all [ 
| Gn a Tn. yeilding tQ the farthtr Pap 
F cation br it, befder the opportunity 
to utknmleds your | Ladyſhips many 
undeſers d Favours to © 


"rn, 
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"ond ul ſaid Se ervant | | 
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if we believe thee PRE died and. ak 
: Ws 2th ſo” them alſo that ſleep 
1, Feſus will 'God bring. with him. 


Remember co have Read in Plutarch, 
thac when Pauſanias at' a Banquet 
pray'd Simonidesi to ſpeak ſome wiſe 
* thing out of his Philoſophy, he on- 
* Iy ſayd, wiSnn auger by JE Remember,.O 
Pauſanias ,- that ., thou | art a Man; he 
thought the ſaying was pitiful and: low, 
without Wit, and withour prudent obſer- 
vation ; but when a whule after he loſt all " 
his Proſpcrity, and perceiy'd/he was to'be W; 
Rarv'd to death, _ he found that the 0 
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conſideration was material, hd hes thoſe 
plain. words, gavea wie Council, andforc- 
| ; dc IS now my. caſe, I 
New, n nothing ſtrange, 

; -all wok, rs Ol 
A you in-"remem Tan __ what yc all 
pect now, egembe Ke Lone Yay; bur T 


| Pi do the work No God docs every day, 
for he ſmutes ſome or other every day, and 
tells: you every, day that, ye, ſhall die, and 
that every One of you ſhall come to Judg- 
ment; "that the. Rich ſhall* not be Pratec+ - 


ted." for: Fas I: NOF; the Pear for Putty ; 


not.1 69 be reverenc'd, for his Age, 
nor the SAID for its Tenderneſs, 
that you muſt | cxchange your fair dwel- 
hngs'ifor a Coftin,: your ſofter Beds for a 
curf -of Earth), your: pretty Children 
for. Worms, | and Ul your | gayeties 'for 
2 black, lonely ,- deſolate hole of Earth. 
But; muſt aye; dic 3, and - quir. -all- our 
Delights: and: Enjoyments ? 1s this - the 
condition of all Mankind, and after all 
this 1s there no Comfort ?. Is there no al- 
lay to-this huge Calanuty ? Yes, there 1s, 
Ia the belict of a joytul Reſurrection, bur 
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' in nothing elſe, yet herein there is cnough, 
fondue Sfeakoihie: Apoſiter -'+ trot 

iVerſ-13io[ would hs; hav $0420 te. Je 
—— ; Brethren, concerning | them - which 
gre aſleep, that ye ſorrow nt, even as other ,, 
which have no:bopes \ \ 


Verl. 14. For if we befiove fot 7 Telus di- 


ed, and roſe again ; even: ſo- them alſo that 
ſleep in Feſus, :will God bring with him; © 
The Textyou ſec, preſents us with two 


powerful Arguments againſt'the exceſſive . 


fear of our own Death, and immoderate 
ſorrow for the Death of our Fricads. The 
rſt 1s taken 


r. From the n nature Er” Deathi toa "ad 
Man. Tis but a ſleep, he fleeps in Feſus : 
- to ſleep 1n Scripture-ſtile frequently 1Aignt- 
. fies-to die, but 'tis the death of thoſe that 
dic in the Faith, or: ſuffer Martyrdome 
for the Teſtzmony of Jeſus, that may moſt 
properly be ſo call'd, their deaths being 
bur a repoſe of their Bodics in the Grave, 
'and a reſt of their Souls in the hands 
of God. The Second 1 is taken 
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2. "Bean this Refurredtioniof the Dead 
grounded uporr the bclicfof our Savidurs: 
Reftrre&tion, For;" if we believe that\ Feſus 

died and. Roſe again, even fo' them alſo'that 
fixep 1 in r fees will God bring. with him. 


For the more \proficabil underſtanding 
of both which, I hall endeayour 


"a To explain and confirm the Truth 
of them. © 

'2. To ſhew wherein the Virtue and Et- 
hey of them lye to Support and Com-* | 
fort us againſt. the fears and ſorrows of | 


Deach. 


Wea - The firſt Ain IS taken from the 
\ nature of Death to a good Man, it's call'd 


| IH 2 ſleep: Now m what reſpects it 1s ſo 

i calFd, I ſhall briefly ſhew you, and that 
359 both in the Negative and the Affirmative. 
ip z. Negativcly, not 1n reſpect of his Soul, 
Þ$. as if that lyc inthe Grave with the Body in 
| 4 State of utter inactivity, without mo- 


tion, and without ſenſe, till che Reſur- 
rection: 


[5] 
reftion. This Opinion SR cfpons'd 
by the Socinians, though they were not 
whe firſt broachers of itz, but how weakly 
it's founded, on: Scripture, and haw contra- 
ry to the plaip ſenſe of it, a few words wilt 
be ſufficient to inform you. 


:. How. weakly n's founded on Scrip- 
ture. The places: they prefs.in to their 
ſcrvice, are fome in the Old and ſome in 


. the: New Teſtament. 


In the Old Teſtament, fuch as theſe, 
Plal. 6.5. In death no man remembreth thee, 
and who ſhall give thee thanks in the grave ? 


PSal. 30.9. Shall the duſt praiſe thee, or fhalf 


it declare thy Truth. Again, Eccl. 9: t9: 
Fhere is neither work , nor device, nor hnow- 
ledg, nor wiſdom in the Grave whither thou 
art going. 

To theſe and fuch like Texts, theſe two 
things may be anſwered. ( s.} That they 
Come 1n with as greata force to prove the 
mortality of the Soul as the ſlcep of it, and 
ſo proving too much, prove nothing at 
all. ( 2.) That they are co be underſtood 
with reſpect to that Covenant the Jews 
WEre 


IRE - 
were under, which was founded only on 
Temporal promiſes, and ' gave no hopes. 
concerning a future” State of happineſs. T 
do not ſay, that under the Old Teſtament 
there were no promiſes of Spiritual' good 
things, and of -Erernal happineſs, or that 
good men had :no belief and expectation 
of a future: State of -Bliſs, The contrary 
to which being evident - from the Pſalms 
of David, many paſſages in the writings 
of. the Prophets and the whole- deſign of - 
the. 11th Chapter to the Hebrews ; But 
then 'tis co be remembred, that cheſe pro- 
muſes were no part of the Law, that they 
did not belong to it as 'twas a particular 
legal Covenant with the Jews on Mount 
Sinai, that they were but few, and thoſe 
very obſcure and not to be underſtood, 
bur by long trains and deductions of Rea- 
ſon. 

The Places in the New Teſtament are 
cluefly theſe two. Thoſe words of our Sav1- 
our to prove the Reſurrection againſt the 
Sadduces.Mat. 2 2.32. But as rouching the Re- 
ſarreHion of the dead, have ye not read that 
which was ſpoken unto you by God, ſaying, 1 


an 


7] 


[. 
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am'the;God of Abraham, and the God of Tſaacr, 

and the God: of Faceb. God is not the God of 
” the Dead but of the Living. Now, ſay 
' they, did not the Soul ſleep with the Body, 
and. need a-Reſurre&tion with it ; theſe 
words .could not prove the Reſurrection 
of the dead, for to be the God of Abraham 
ſignifies to be the Rewarder of Abraham; 
Now if the Soul is alive and capable of Plea- 
ſureinthe Interval betwixt its leaving the 
Body and the Reſurrection, God might 
abundantly reward Abraham., although 
there were no Reſurrection. | | 

Bur to this it's Anſwer'd, that the de- 
ſign of cur Saviour in thoſe words, was 
'not only to prove the Reſurrection un 
particular, but a future State in general 
againſt the Sadduces, who, as we are told, 
Afts 23. 8. denved that there was any ſuch 
thing as Angel, or Spirit, or life to come.. 
Of thus pertwaſion was the greateſt and 
moſt powertul part of the Sanhedrim 1 
our Sav:iours time ; and, it wee'l believe 
Foſephus, the High-Prieſt himſelf and all 
his Kindred were of this Sect, upon this 


they cſtecm'd themiclyes wiſer than all 0- 
ther - 
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ther men, and for- this efytcially did TR 
bear ſuch an- inyeterate\ hatred againft 
our Saviour and his: Apoſtles.” This then 
| betng the: deſign of our Saviour in thoſe 
words; to prove a future State: in general; 
the Argument is very ſtrong, and is rather 
confirm'd thandeſtroy'd by thei mrerme- 
dia] happineſs of the-Soul ; ; uſrimatcly 
reſolves itſelf into-the juſtice of divine pro- 
vidence and tans thus,- if there be a'God, 
he muſt be infinitely juſt, and if ſo; he muſt 
render / unto” Abraham according to his 
works, and that ether here or  hercafcer; 
but he did not here, Abrahams Faith 'and O- 
bedience being fignally greater thanother 
Mens,bur his condition, proportionably not 
happyer, and-therefore he muſt hereafter; 
and conſequently Abraham ruſt be alive 
and in a capacity to receive that reward 
and thoſe mighty bleflings in relation to 
which, God: was. pleaſed to ſtile himſelf 
wo he God of Abram. God is not the God,1.e. 
not the rewarder of the Dead but of the Li- 
wing, But God 1s now the rewarder of A- 
braham, and therefore heis not dead, but 

alive to God, cnjoying 1n' part and expect- 

ing 
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ing yet a more full ke ample recompefice 
from him. And. therefore the Apoſtle Inz 
terprets- that Declaration: of God | con- 


cerning the Patriarchs, I' am the God of Exc 
thy Father, the God of Abraham, the God of 


Iſaac, and the God of Jacob, of a future State 
of happineſs, ſaying, 


rn a City. 

The otherplace 1 in the New Teſtament 
is, that in thor Cor. 15. 19. waere the A- 
poitle deligns to prove the Reſurrection 
of the Bud” trom the Aﬀiictions and Per- 
ſ:cutions uf good Mcn hcre for the ſake 


_ of Chriſt; we ſhall riſe again with our Bo- 


dies, favs ' be, for. if in this life only we 
have hope in Chriſt, we are of all men moſt 
miſerable; from hence, they thus ar- 
gue, that if che Souls of good Men enjoy 
pleaſure and happincts before the Reſur- 
rection, then they arc not of all Mcn moſt 
miſerable, though there were none ; And 
therefore - ether the Apoſtle's Argum<nt 


from the Affictions of good Mcn, to _ 


the Reſurrection, muſt be very wcak. 
elſe the Soul be ina Stare of wfcnſioulity -cill 
that day. C Now 


Tr 


God is not aſhamed t0 _ IT. 
—TFexalled their God, for he bath prepared for 


[8] 
ther men, and for- this efpecially did FRE 
bear ſuch an- inyeterate. hatred againft 
our Saviour and his Apoltles. This then 
being the- deſign of our Saviour in thoſe 
words; to prove a future State in general, 
the Argument is very ſtrong, and is rather 
confirm'd thandeſtroy'd by thei-merme- 
dial happineſs of the-Soul ; rt ultimately 
reſolves tſelf into-the jul od of divine pro- 


vidence and runs thus, if there be a'God, 
he muſt be infinitely juſt, and if ſo; hemuſt 
render ' unto” Abraham according to his 
works, and. that etther here or hercafter; 


but he did not here; Abrahams Faith 'and O- 
bedience being fignally greater thanother 
Mens,bur his condition,proportionably not 
happycr, and-therefowhe muſt hereafter; 
and conſequently Abraham raſt be alive 
and in a capacity to receive that reward 
and thoſe mighty bleflings in relation to 
which, God was, pleaſed to ſtile himſelf 
| TheGod of Abraham. God is not the God, i.e. 

not the Tewarder of the Dead but of the Li- 
ving, But God 1s now the rewarder of A- 
braham, and therefore he 1s not dead, but 


alive to God, cnjoying in'part and expeCct- 
ing 
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ing yet a more full and ample recompehce 


from him. And. therefore the Apoſtle Ins . 


rerprets:: that Declaration of God | con- 


cerning the Patriarchs, I' am the God of Excd.z.6 
thy Father, the God of Abraham, the God of 


Iſaac, and the God of Jacob, of a future State 


of happincſs, ſaying, God is not aſhamed to Fes-12. 


be called their God, for he hath prepared for 
them a Cty. 


The other place in the New Teſtament - 


1s, that in the 1 Cor. 15. 19. wacre the A- 
poitle deligns to,prove the Reſurrection 
of the Bod” from the AMictions and Per: 
ſ:cutions of good Men hcre for the ſake 
of Chriſt ; we ſhall riſe again with our Bo- 
dies, favs he, for, if im this life only we 
have hope in Chriſt, we are of all men moſt 
miſerable; trom hence , they thus ar- 
gue, that if the Souls of good Men enjoy 
pleaſure and happincis before the Refur- 
rec&tion, then they are not of all Mcn moſt 
miſerable, though there were none ; And 
therefore -exher the Apolitle's Argum«<nc 
from the Af:ctions of good Mcn, to prove 
the Reſurrection, muſt be very weak. or 


elſe the Soul be in a State of mfcnfioilicy oil 


that day. 


C Now 


[ ro ] 
Now to this Three things may be, Re- 
| plyed. (1.) The former Anſwer may ſufhce, 
viz. that the Apoſtle's deſign. was not only 
to prove the Reſurrection in particular, 
but a life ro comen general againſt ſome 
in the Ciurch' of Corinth that denyed it. 
( 2) Irs true, that were the Souls of the 
Saints, immediately upon their departure 

ut of the Body admitted to the preſence 
and ſight of God, they were not of all o- 
thers moſt muſcrable, though their dead 
bodies ſhould never be raiſed again, for 
the joys of the beatifick Viſion are ſo tran- 
ſcendently great and tranſporting,that they 
in the Soul alone would make them infinite 
requitals tor all cheir Labours and all their 
Sufferings in this World ; but the interme- 
dial happineſs of the Soul, being chiefly 1n 
relation to the Reſurrection, conſiſting 


moſtly in an enlarged and aſſured hope of 


the Bliſs and Joys of that day, the Reſur- 
rection of the Dead being the only Foun- 
dation of that peace and pleaſure the Soul 
enjoys 1n 1ts ſeperate State, 1t follows, 
that if there were no Reſurrection, there 
would be no happineſs at all for good 


Men, 
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[11] 
Men , neither before nor after, and fo the 
ArgumentRemains good, that of all. Men, 
thoſe who ſuffer for Chriſt and his Rel!- 
gion were moſt miſerable. ( 3.) Our 
Saviour leaving his Apoſtles uncertain, as 
to the time of his {econd coming to judge 
che World, its not improbable, that they 
gcncrally thought that it would bc. in their 
days, and therefore we do not find thar 
they ſayd any thing of the interval be- 
twixt Death and Judgment, but trequent- 
ly joyn'd them together, as things very 
likely to happen not long after one ano- 
ther. Son the 2 Cor. 5. 1. we know,ſays the 


Apoſtle, that if our earthly houſe of this T a- 


bernacle was diffolyd, we have a building of 
God, an houſe not made with hands, etermal 
inthe heavens, The words run, as if the 
Apoſtle thought, that no ſooner ſhould 
the Soul put off its old rotten Cloaths . of 
Fleſh, but that inſtantly it ſhould be new 
Apparel'd with_the Celeſtial Robes of Im- 


mortality, 1 Cor. 15-51. We fhall not all 
 fleep, but we ſhall all be changed, The A- 
-poſtle ſpeaks of themſclves in that Age, 


Fe. More plainly mn the verſc following 
| =" 04 mv 


[12] 

my Text, We that are alive and x remain znt- 
x0 the-c coming of the Lord,” ſhall "mt prevend 
them mhich- are a ſleep. "And from” thoſe 
words of our Saviout to-St. 'Zohn, 21. Ch: 
22.verl. What if he tarrytill I come, what js 
that to. thee ;' his Diſciples were apt to con- 
clude, v. 23. That that Diſciple ſhould nof 
die. St. Tab theretore writing laſt, thac 
' he might clear.atl difficulties, and rectifte 
all nliſtakes, thus interpoſes in the ſame 
verſe, yer Jeſus ſaid not unto him, he ſhall 
wot die. 


2: As this Doctrine of the Sleep of the 
Soul is without any proof from Scripture, 
ſo it's contrary to the plain words and- 
ſenſe of it. Our Saviour's words to the 
Penitent Thict are exprefs againſt 1t, his 
. lay ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, 
So is that Parable of Dives and La- 
zarns, the one Repreſented to be 1n hell 
. tormented with flames, the ' other at reſt in 
Abrahams boſome tall of Peace and Com- 
fort. St. Paul no lefs plainly affirms it, 
Chriſt died for us, that whither we /leep or 
; Dake , we ſhould Hoe together with him, 


now 


[14] 


now 1t-15 ſtrange that. we ſhould be 
ahve and live with Chriſt, and yet be bereft 


and:{trivtof all vital operations. And ſince 


Chriſt tookupon him all our Nature and 
all our Condition,why ſhould not the Souls 


of his Servants. partake of the ſame lot as 
Chrift's/had in its f:zvarate State 5 now 1t's, 


ccrtain! that Chriſt's Soul in the three davs 
of 1ts Separation, did not ſleep, but exer- 
ciſc acts oi Lite, of Joy and Trryumph,and 
that to the contuſion of Devils, but to the 
Joy and Satisfaction of thoſc longing Souls 
that were Priſoners of lope. The Souls 
then of all thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus are altve, 
and do think, and underſtand, and will, 
and love, and hope, and rejovce,and do all 
other actions of Lite proper and ſuitable 
to their exalted Stare; and 1f the Opinion 
of fome wiſe Men be true, that the great 
difference betwixt the Souls of Men ariſes 
from tae difterent Conſtitution of their 
Bodics, its moſt likely char holy Souls in 
the State of Separation are tar more clear, 
and free, and yigorous in their actings,then 
they were when incuunbred with a Body, 
elpcctalls with an 1ll organiz'd or an 11- 


, 


diipos'd Body. Thus 


£35; 
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[ 14 } 

Thus 1s not the death of a good Man 
compar to Slcep in reſpect of his Soul, as 
if that ſlept with the Body ina State of in- 
ſenſibility z bur 1n what reſpects then is it 
fo called? ( Not to follow the Metaphor 
m all parriculars,) I ſhall name theſe rwo 
only./ | 


t. As Sleep locks up the door of the 
Senſes, and puts an end to the Labours and 
Toyls of Life. So does Death to a good - 
Man. Bleffed are the dead which die in the 
Lord,they reſt from their Labours. 

They reſt even from the exerciſe of Re- 
Iigious duties themſelves, as they are a 
means 1n order to an end. _ We ſhall not 
need to Faſt, or Watch, or Weep any 
more, being ſet ſafe out of the reach of Sin 
and Temptation ; There will be no more 
need of the Miniſtry of Men, Preaching 
will be ended, and the Sacraments uſclcls, 

Prayer be turned into Praifes, and Faith 
be ſwallowed up in Fruition. It mav be, 
in the other State, the Soul may pray for 

. the Reſurrection of its Body and the Jaſt 
Judgment, and the Soul and Body/wher 
| ' Tnited 
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"United again, .may pray for the continu- 
_ ance of their Joys. It may be allo, 
"there may be ſome Uſe of Faith, tor how 


ſhall we know things paſt and things to 
come, the Reſurrection and the laſt Judg- 
ment, and the Eternity of heavenly Glo- 
rics, but by believing; But then, the Soul 
being in a State, wherein its impoſſible to 
fallinco Sin, or to loſe the Love and Fa- 
vour of God, to be diſpoflcſt of its preſent 
Peace, or defeated of its future Glorious 


expectations, the Exerciſe of theſe Graces 


cannot be 1n the leaſt any diſturbance and 
moleſtation to 1t, and conſequently not 
the leaſt diminution to its happineſs. 
Again, They reſt from all the evils that 
attznded them in their Voyage to that 


blfl:d Haven. They are not only tree from 


tizz Fears of Etcrnal nuſerics, the juſt Re- 

wards of Sin and Folly, but from all thoſe 
ſtorms of . fortune and perſecutions of dif- 
grace that God was pleas'd to Suffer them, 
cither for the Puniſhment of their Sins or 
the Trial of their Faith and Patience, to 


be Exercis'd with. Here the Weary are at 


Reſt, no Sighs, no Groans, no Poyerty, 
; no 
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10  Opyreſſi on : The Soul: 1s fet ont of 
Priſon into 4 State of Libertv, deliver 
ont of a Tempeſt, and fafecly landed upon 
the Shore, it did weep and lament, 
5 but row its ſorrows are turned into Foy, 
jo" its Jo» no man 1sableto» take from 


Mat.5.4 1t.  ' Bleſſed are they that mourn for they ſhall 


be comforted. 

© 2. AsSleep remains but fora time, and 
then the Perſon wakes again 1nto lite and 
motion, ſo after the ' Bodv harh lIyen -a 
whale in a Bcd of Earch, it ſhall ariſe again, 
and being umtzd to the Soul enter with it 
into an heavenl y State. Bur this Itads me 
to. thc ſecond. 

2. Argument, The ApoRlle in ths Text 
makes uſe of to ſupport us under the Ap- 
prehenſions of Death, taken from the Re- 
Turre&tion of the dead, built upon the be- 
licf of our Saviours Refurre&tion, For if 


we believe that Feſus dyed and roſe again, 


thoſe that ſleep in Jeſus gy God bring with 
him. The Argument proceeds thus, 
If you ask how we know that there will 


be a Reſurrection of the Dead, it's An- 


ſwerd; becauſe Feſus dyed 'and roſe again and 


FL 


p— [rF] 
24 become the | firſt fruits: of them that ſleep; 
The ſame Almighty-Power that rais'd him, 
isable co bring to Life again all that ſhep. 
- If yowask how we know that Jeſus 1s. 


Riſch,'TheApoſtle Anſwers, *He: was:ſeeri'r Cer.x5 
of Cephas, then of the twelve,” then of five \ © 


hundred Brethren at once. © 

If you ask why we believe the Teſtimony 
of theſe men, fincethey were bur men, and 
and ſo might be decery'd themſclves and 
impoſe upon 'us ; Among({t many, theſe 
four Reaſons may be given of 1t. 

\ x. The Apoſtles who were the Publi- 
ſhers of this Doctrine to the World, were 
menof a pure Life and ſober Mind, with- 
out any {port of immorality in thew Acty- 
ons, or any touch of whimſy or melan- 
cholv in their Brains, their very Enemies 
could never accuſe them of the one, and 
the clearneſs and ftrength of their Writings 
ſufficiently teſtifie the other, now that ſuch 
men as theſe ſhould invent a falſhood and 
cen die Martyrs to. the Villany, 1rthunk 
1s paſt the belict of a reaſonable Creature. 

2. Though the Reſurrection of Chriſt 
D ſerycs 


ſexy moſt effenally; and aboye all other, 
x 3 wv toconhrmy- the Truth of his Goſ-' 
pel,. {yet we cannot ſuppoſe that the Apo- 
ſtles did invent this for that end ; becauſe 
this Gofpel more ſtrictly than any other 
- . +» :Religion that ever was in the World, . for- 
- 'bids Lying.and falſe Witneſs, and makes 


condemns us. We cannot think that the A- 
poſtles would invent a lye 'to propagate. 
that Goſpel which damns the: Lyer. + ! 

3. God enabled them with a. Divine 
Power to work Miracles for the Confir- 
mation of 1t. - God ibore Witneſs, added a 
farther Teſtimony to theirs, both with 
Heb.2.4. ſigns and wonders, and with divers Miracles 

and Gifts of the holy Ghoſt. Now it would 
not haye been conſiſtent with the Divine 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom to have done this, 
= i if the thing they declared, had been talſe, 
Wi} and their defign thereby no other than to 
+17 a | k--® 
| _deceivethe World and to decoy it into a 
falſe Worſhip and Religion. 
Wh ' 4. Becauſe they could not be made to 
EE deny it by all the Torments the malice of 
"Men and Deyils could inyent to lay upon 
| | them. 


our Yea, Yea; and our Nay, Nay; or elſe 
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them. .They.-were ſo aſſured of it, that 
they took:theirideaths upon it, and when 
they were-not 'ſuffer'd any longer to live 
co/Publifh 1t; they :layd down their lives 
and ſeal'd: it with cheir blood : And now 
trargh a: Man'may ſuffer very much for. 
Mt. opmianwhich the Principles of: his Edu- 
cation has deeply revered in his mind, yer 
we 'cannot imagine that ſuch ſober Men 
asthe Apoſtleswere would haveundergon 
all:mannen of: Vorments for an opinion: 
that:they themfſelves:knew to be falte; and) 
Upon. that-account could have nothing 1 In 
It co endeare it to them. | 
:-Haying thus explained and. confirm'd 
the Apoſtles Arguments in the 'Text, no- 
thing now. remains but that I ſhew you 
wherein the virtue and efficacy of them lve, 


to arm us againſt the ſtroke of our own 


death, and to M »port our Spirits under 
the loſs of our Friends, I would not have 
yOu Ignor ant Brethy en, . concerning them that 
are ajleep, that ye ſor row not, even as others, 
which have no hope, for, if we believe, GC. 
Now the Virtue and Spirit of them lic 
cicſe ewa parriculars. - 
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- ix. That the Souls of good Meryinſtanlyy 
upon laying their Bodies arablefſed:; rho? 
not perfect, donot fleep:with:rherr Rodies, 
but immediately paſs into a place of Sp1- 
ritual delights and pleaſures, far from fear 


and free from danger,enjoying a profound 


Peace and: Tranquillity of nund, -and aff 
the Comforts that the affurance of _ 
ful and a glorious Refurrection can afford. 
H Faſtin Martyrs Language they remain 
& youilor mu ycep N a far better place, then 
they were in here, where being gather'd 
withmn themſelves, they perpetually enjoy 
what they love. In. the Language of our 
Savionr, they gointo Paradife, tobe with 
Abraham, \to-be nn Abrahams boſome. In- 
to Paradife, by which place the later Fews: 
from the time of Eſdras, when they began 
to ſpeak more confidently concerning a fu- 
ture State, ſignified the State of Holy 
Souls expecting the Reſurrection of their 
Bodies : Their meaning was, that as Para- 
dife and the Garden of Eder was a place 
of great Beauty and Pleaſure, ſo was the 
State of Holy Souls departed, - a State of 
perfect Peace and moſt excelent Dehghts. 
E.. Ire 
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Its calFd alſo ro:be with Abraham,  Abra: 
ham bemg-the Father of the Faithful, ro be 
with him muſt necds (ignifie the ſame thing 
as to be'happy.; andin Abre%am's boſome, 
This Phraſe being an alluſion to the man- 
fer of the Fews: Feafting, where the beſt 
and moſt bcloved Gueſt lies in the boſfome 
of: the: Maſter; ut may notonly denore the 
bleſſed Stare of Separation in general, bur 
ſome emunency and- priviledg of Joy in 
thar State, fome higher degrees of Blefſed- 
neſs, vouchlat'd che braveſt and moſt cx- 

ccllent Pcrſons. 
2. Inthat at the Reſurrection, the Bo- 


dy ſhall be 1Jn:ted again to the Soul, and 


borh be admitted into a more full and per- 
fect Scate of Happineſs in the enjoyment of 
God 'to all Eternity. We jhall then ſee God, 
we ſbatl be for ever with the Lord, as the A- 

poſtle ſpeaks in the laſt Verſe of this Chap- 
tcr. Here, the knowledg we have of God. 
and our blciied Saviour, Of Divine and 
Heavenly Syzirits and things, 1s very ob- 
{cure and imoertect, ſhewn us as 1t were 
through a Glaſs, but when we come to 


Heaven we {hall haye unſreakably clearer 
x ad 
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and! more. perſpicuous. apprchenſions of 
them, ſo the Apoſtle aflures us, Now we:fee 
through a Glaſs darkly, but then Face to Face; 
now T know in part,but then: ſhall T know, even 
as alſo I am known. Then ſhall we know 
God .as truly , though not-as ftulNy as he 
knows us : our Wills and Aﬀections will be 
wholy fixt-on God, -and-our Underſtand- 
ings morecnlarg'd torecciye the knowledg 
of him, every Day we ſhall advance in our. 
diſcoveries of God, and every: ſuch farther 
ſtep, will afford us: higher degrees of . dee 
light and ſatisfaction. God 1s a bottorn- 
Ic and boundleſs Ocean. of all Perfecti- 
on; in| whom: there 15 enough tor cycr: rg; 
cntertainand yet for ever to gratific all the! 
Faculties of our Souls; in his Preſence there; 
«s fulneſs of Joy, and at his Right-hand there 
are. Pleaſures for evermore : beſides ,, we 
{hall not only ſee God, but this fight of him 
will transform us into the hkeneſs of Jus 
Divine Excellencies, we thall be fo Raviſh'd 
with his Goodneſs, as to become Good 
thereby, ſo Enamour'd with Tis Wiſdom, 
35. to be rendred Wile, and have fuch an 
?nward ſenſe of his incomparable Purity. 

| and 


; Fes) 


and Holineſs as ſhall make us Holy. the 


higheſt degre ce of . Finite Perfection ; his 


Infinite Love ſhall fo over-maſter our Souls 


' thac they ſhall in all chings conform to his 


Mind, - and be quicken'd- into the ſame 


| Thoug hts and Deſires with himſelf: we 


ſhall be render'd Living Images of God, 
and really chang'd into a true reſemblance 
of thoſe Divine Perfections which we ad- 
mire and adore: we ſhall not only ſee the 
Glory of Heaven, butbe made our ſelves 
a part of 1ts Glory, we ſhall not only ſee 
God, but be made our ſelves Godlike-Crea- 
tures, and thus partaking of the nature of 
God, we fhall according to our capacity 
partake too of his happineſs, for certainly 
thoſe perfections will make Men happy, 
that make God himſelf to be fo. 


I haye now done with my Text, and 
made this part of the Divine Oracle as 
plain and as uſeful as I could ; bur here is 

an other Text, and an other Sermon | yet, 
but 1t ſhall not be long, 

This Excellent Perſon, Sir Thomas Blud- 
worth, whoſc Religues we arc here aflem- 


bled 
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ble to Ihter! Was aeficllas ft A wot 
thy Fatnily, and not only fo, 'bur by 'the 
ſtock of his own proper Vareaes,” has add- 
&d a farther Luſtre and Ornainent ro it? 
His immcdiateParents!? ere Perf6ns of FR 
mineacy” and grcar Eftar ard which (1$ 
more then all, Patrons and Examplcs of 
great Virtue and regular Devotion 1n chis 
Famous City ; by whoſe care he had a ve- 
ry liberal and Religious Education, train'd 
up for ſome time at home inthe Scho.ls-of 
| Learning, and then ſentabroad to feech\n- 
thoſe Flowers and Embeliſhments, if -any 
ſuch there arc, that grow not in our Na- 
tive.Soil. Thas, firmly grounded in- the 
true Religion, competently furniſh'd with | 
ingemious and uſcful Knowledg, and much 
improved by Travel and Obfervation,” he 
became\a well-accompliſh'd Perſon, able 
ro ſerve, \and ſincerely devored to rhe in- 
tereſts of Religion, his Prince and his Coun- 
trevy. Many Years he hv'd 1n this Great 
and Magmficent Corporation, defervedly 
Honoured with, and fatthfully di{charging. 
the higheſt andweightieſt Offices of Truſt 
and Goycrament it it, both Ciy1] my Mi- 
Itary, 


| 25 | 


lears; and whilft heſoryed-þ Memabes of 
oo: for.) a, Neighbouring: Boexough 


behay:d, bimſelf with thacJ ultigcjand Jn; - 


regritys. that hew4sÞorh valugd 36Gousr 
and no: 16s, nelpetrd AAIMFs -Rugu} Af 
ſembiy-\- -: mil neg 

on 15210 bad: ir , $1 OECD IF 10019 * 

> Vat hiowia. bis privath:}Capagiy1) 6 
therewe:have the'pattern of ai g99d Chri- 
ſtan; his Faruly govern'd with Prudence; 
rcſtraind from vice, Iam ſure, from oPBtth 
and ſcandalous ones, accuſtom'd to 
the. practice of Religion, ; and: the daily 

Worſhip of God:z; So Loving and Reſpect- 
ful 29 Huzbatd,:fq Providens and 1YHe'4 
Father; ſo:Kind' and -Obliging a Maſſer, 
that he juſtly had that Love and Regard, 


that Duty arid Obſervance' which his Kind- 


nels ang bis/Carc had merited, from them. 
tcous and Aﬀable, creating all he conver n 
with, with an obliging look, a gcntile de- 
portmcnt ind endearing: language , rc- 
markably juſt to all men, very reſpecttul 
to the Clergy,and Charitable to the Poor, 
and that which is peculiarly a true Chriſt: 

Th E = 
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Itt temper | delighting' in'nothing more] 


than to make Peace, to ' compoſe Diffe- 


rences, 'to- forgive Injuries himſek, and to 


perfwade others to: do ſo; fo''far 'from 
breaking forth into a rage and Rtorm up- 


on every little provocation, or, when juft- 


ly provok'd, from ſuffering his diſpleaſure 
© ſeſter" weto Yalice and Rancour, that he 
was always in a mote then ordinary de- 
Sree, "calic Wd forward 2 be recon- 


Gied.: Tue O07 bo 7EtN 


070 I in ts oublick Cities; oy 
there we have the pattern of an Upright 
Magiſtrate, minding ire the duty of his 
Place: then the dignity of 'it, prefering'the 
glory of God, the publick Good, the 
peace of the Church. and the impartial 
adminiſtration of Juſtice, before any: Se- 
cular 'Intercſt or Advantage of his own, 
he was one, who neither courted the Peo- 
ples Favour, nor fcar'd their Frowns, bur 
wiſely choſe rather to be a'good Magdtraes 
than a popular © ONE, 
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"Two things he - was very Eminent and 
oa own in,-he had a aughty Aﬀecttion 
and Zcal for the LN and, the Churgh of 


doglesd.”. SP 2 03 af 2£113 Show 

He was 4 great lone of the Church, ; 0 
conſtant hearcy. of its--Prayers, ,a dilgene 
attender to: its.\Sermons, - and. an; Obcdi- 
ent Sontoiits Cormands and Conſtiut- 


ons: Tori truly Prinutive and beſt Re- T9 

formed Ghurch:-an-the World, he was a ms 
iſedfaft and ay. immovable Friend, and ' BY 
that 'ih an-:<qual oppoſition to both ex- : 0: 
-rreams, "of Popery and Superſtition on the ; Wy 


-one hand, -arid Fanaticiſm and Enthuſiaſm 
z0n theiother:z- To: the; Doctrine .and Dil. 
.cipline. of this Church, that aſſerts the 
Rights.of Princes againſt all Uſurpations, . 
Thaxs tree. from-all Impoſtures and Inno- 
vations, all Pious frauds and arcs of gain, 
To the Services and Devotions of this 
'Church that are Sober and Manly, De- 
:cent_.ahnd Orderly, tull of Life and Spi- 
rit, terminated on the right object, and 
fitted to all forts and conditions of Men, 


ls Aﬀections were ſo inflam'd, Jus Judg- 
E 2 ment 
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HE R3 GoA rid; "His Practice: inven 
ifor1 de” that irvall theſs!' I pray your 
*pardor it Fay; heawas ade "outdone by 
any, . that in the ſame degree and'Sratzan, 
rpicls nk Clycs Members of 1 It. 

oy: | 


Dir 
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"Fear d' Tod-und _— {ns 
wife: Kg carttubto-ha- 
FN el "obeys Ordmances 
i age Fake "eve" to the Tnierellk of Ro- 
1igior thofe'ot'th Crown lay:nddratb bis 
Karen - ch were eve :Roſtitudouththuitl 
zcalotiſſy* protriored by hitty movcditheric- 
Unto not by any ſecret and©patricular.Fa- 
'Yours'4fbny Court latidTwhac .amart nor 
non to%al his'fellow-Subjects; bac 
-only by a deep ſenſe of his: Duty, -by the 
"Principles -of | Ins Religion,” of theitxuly 
"Chrtftian'and Chiireh of EnglandReUgndm, 
and'by a Hincere love to his County: ha- 
ving well underſtood that the truc Tmercſts 
ofthe People'is' 'ther- Kings Honour;:and 
"that they” can- Acer be yon wetulſh: He's 
-uncahte. 


Thus 


F291] 
oC cn In'd the orthy Gentleman,. de- 
{ dly, reps by his Prince, highly 
lhe " J Ki his tellow-Cirizens, beloyed, 
jo BY q by1: b Kft: HH 8 more, Fg ſecs 
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hrtd He daft a th m US, hb a 


pincs to live 1n an that's full hh 
charitable Cenfures , gar Shall fe 


|Divifions and Animoſities, wherein regu- 


he r,Dgvou $;by,t coQ Any Ignorantly, 


i, leaky; wa pul ern Popery ; decent: 


. Worſhip ; Super ion.; oppoſing of 
Scilos PR of the. Power of women 
. and Loyatty .to the, King, .: a bettaying'rthe 
8 ee 9.59 the Povikdaes: and there- 
fore its no wonder, -if ſuch men as he, who 
are invincibly true and firm to the'preſenc 
Government in Church and Stare, houtd 
have their moſt innocent Actions flands- 
roufly reported, their nusfortuncs reckon'd 
their faules, their Iictle miſtakes blown up 
| Into Crimes of the greateſt magnitude, and 
their names loaded with many evil Re- 
proaches trom thoſe preſumptuous and 
idelt willd Separatiſts., as St: Peter = 
(of 
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Sc. Jude both call thetn, who! Bip Do- 
mittien, and fpeak evil of Drgnicies; Br 
"this be all the occafion of their M/will 
and bitter language, the beſt of 'it is, "cis 
ſuch dirt as will not ſtick, that's fo far 
from ſullying, that it ſerves mighuly to 
HlpRrare and brighten therr' names and 
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.'. And now we are cotne to the Taft and 
-moſt ſorrowtyl Scetic of his Like, 'Trhean, 
\ro us, not ro him, who, all'the'time' of 
His Sickneſs was not heard to let fall one 
.word of diſcontent under it, but ofteh, as 
ar as. the prevatency of his Diſctke gave 
way, expreſling his Repentance for theer- 
'rors of his paſt life, is patient fubrailion 
tothe Will of God, Ins willingneſs toleave 
"this World , atid his Hopes 'of a better, 
andin thus eveneſs and indiffereticy of ity 
Fit aSto the cyent of life and death he tell 
aſleep, and 'tis our humble and confidehr 
hone that he ſleeps in Jeſus, that his ©Sbul 
is paſt into the cuſtody and bofome of 
Jeſus, waiting in verfet Peace and mn full 
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its Body,. which ſhall at that great day be 
rows'd again from ſleep by the ſound of 
the laſt Trump, be United to his Soul, and 

then both be admitted into an uninterrup- 

ted Communion with God.unto all Eterni- 
ty. Which God of his infinite Mercy 

make us all partakers through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 


